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by fine or imprisonment without trial. The Trade Disputes and
Trade Unions Act, 1927, which was passed as a direct result of the
General Strike of 1926, aimed at preventing a repetition of such
an event by making illegal sympathetic strikes or lock-outs, if
conducted on a scale calculated to coerce the Government, by
persons in trades not affected by any existing dispute. The Act was,
however, wholly repealed in 1946.
Up to 1949 there was only one adequate opportunity of considering
the eifectiveness of the Act of 1920,1 but the occasion was so impor-
tant, namely, the General Strike and the Coal Strike, 1926, that it may
be regarded as having provided an effective means of suppressing
internal disorder on a large scale. In 1948 a state of emergency was
declared in consequence of a dockers' unofficial strike in London
and elsewhere, but the strike ended at once and no regulations under
the Act were made, but on July 11, 1949, for the same cause an
emergency was again declared and regulations came into force;
these enabled the Government to take over the working of those
London docks which were affected by the strike.
B.
Emergency Powers in Time of War.
It has always been recognised that times of grave national emer-
gency demand the grant of special powers to the Executive. There
are times when it would be dangerous to maintain the normal
limitations imposed by judicial control. At such times arbitrary
arrest and imprisonment are legalised by Act of Parliament. Modern
war demands the abandonment of personal liberty in that the duty
of compulsory national service necessarily takes away for the time
being the right of the individual to choose his occupation. It was
not, however, until the present century that conscription, even in
time of war, was introduced in Great Britain.
^n f°rmer times it was the practice in times of danger to the State
Suspension     to Pass w^a^ were popularly known as Habeas Corpus Suspension *
Acts.	Acts.2 These Acts in effect prevented the use of the writ of habeas
corpus for the purpose of insisting upon speedy trial or the right to
bail in the case of persons charged with treason or other specified
offences. They did not suspend generally the use of habeas corpus •
proceedings and, as soon aslhe period of suspension in relation to
particular crimes was passed, anyone who for the time being had
been denied the assistance of the writ could seek his remedy in the
1	In time of war far wider powers are needed: see Section B, post.
2	Dicey, op. cit., pp. 229-237.

